Mr. Sherwood "Woody" Harris
September 8, 1933 - October 18, 2020

On October 18, 2020, after a year long hard fought battle, Sherwood (Woody) Harris
quietly and peacefully slipped away from this earthbound life.
He had come into this world September 8, 1933, in Portsmouth, Virginia, with a love for
animals (especially dogs) that would last a lifetime.
Woody was preceded on this journey by his parents, Wilbur and Katherine Harris, brothers
Marvin and Alvin Harris and their wives, Evelyn and Shirley, and one nephew Randy Baer.
He leaves behind his wife of 32 years, Diane, stepson Jon Burkett (Ardis), one sister Judy
Baer (John), one niece, several nephews, numerous cousins, friends and six Schipperkes
(Possum, Bailey, Pippin, Marcus, Genny, and Karat), three cats, and various wild critters
who have dinner on the porch each night.
A true patriot, Woody served his country in the Army during the Korean War.
He retired in 1998 as Director Of Maintenance and Facilities Engineering from Gulfstream
Aerospace in Savannah, Georgia. The family, including horses and dogs, relocated to
acreage in beautiful Eastern Tennessee, where he enjoyed life as a gentleman farmer.
He was involved in showing dogs for 60 years, was an AKC Breeder of Merit of Champion
Schipperkes, as well as an AKC Judge and Mentor.
Woody was a founding member of the Colonial Schipperke Club and long time member
and supporter of the Schipperke Club of America. He had in recent years become active
in the newly formed United States Schipperke Club, where all Schipperkes, regardless of
color or tails, are welcomed.
He will be missed by many, especially his wife and close friends. Due to Covid rules and
dangers, no service is planned at this time,
In lieu of flowers, Woody would have preferred donations be made to help Schipperkes in

need, to either Schipperke Rescue Net, or to Midwest Schipperke Rescue.

Comments

“

What a precious man Woody was. The world of schipperkes will be a sad place from
his loss, but the breed is much richer because of him and Diane.

Julie Burns - October 22, 2020 at 10:00 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy on the passing of Woody. Our thoughts & prayers are with the
family. Alton & Rose Harris, Cousin

Alton & Rose Harris, Cousin - October 22, 2020 at 05:51 PM

“

Oh my, if not for Woody, I would not have continued to show my Schipperkes. He just
knew what they needed & especially what i needed. Will never forget being at a dog
show, Woody said - she looks like a beginner...Diane said, ' You should have seen
her before!
He went over my dogs, he delivered & picked up Brother Schip for Diane to show.
There are no words.
I will miss him so very much.
Diane, you have my sympathy.
Love,
Terry

Terry VanHook - October 22, 2020 at 05:45 PM

“

Chuck Proze purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the family of Mr. Sherwood
"Woody" Harris.

Chuck Proze - October 22, 2020 at 09:53 AM

“

My deepest condolences. What a kind man and passionate advocate for
Schipperkes. I will always think of him fondly and hope he has joined my dad to
share stories surrounded by many of their dogs that went before.

Mary Beth Nielsen - October 22, 2020 at 12:32 AM

“

I had known Woody for many years through the schipperke world. He was a gentle
sole that took the time to educate people on the breed he loved so much, the
schipperke. Rest in Peace, Woody.
Paula Steen

Paula Steen - October 21, 2020 at 09:16 PM

“

I will miss our chats. I will miss his advice on grooming, breeding and all aspects of
Schipperkes. He was a great supporter of color and tails. He will be greatly missed.

Sharon Furr - October 21, 2020 at 07:08 PM

“

I only met him twice. I remember a dignified dedicated man with aschip in his lap, aschip by
his chair holding his glad trophy. His and Dianne s fantastic dogs have won much higher
awards. It was all about the comraderi and love of the breed. Kind helpful, all the things us
beginners look to be. I'm so lucky to have gotten a litter from their marcus.
Kim j. Copeland - October 22, 2020 at 11:44 AM

