Richard Stanley "Dick" Wirtz
June 15, 1940 - January 3, 2019

Wirtz, Richard Stanley (“Dick”), born June 15, 1940, in Evanston, IL, died Thursday,
January 3, 2019 in Knoxville, TN. Preceded in death by his beloved spouse, Margaret Ann
“Peggy” Hickman Wirtz, October 12, 1940-October 10, 2008. Survived by his daughters
Margy Wirtz-Henry (Scott Henry) and Liza Q. Wirtz (Jaspher Hughey and JJ Vincent), by
his brother Philip Wirtz (Cindy Rohrbeck), and by numerous other beloved relatives and
friends. After earning a B.A. in American Studies from Amherst College in 1961 and a
Master’s in Public Administration from Princeton University in 1963, Dick worked for the
Peace Corps and other government programs active in fighting the war on poverty. Six
months after he and Peggy connected through that common cause in 1966, they were
married in Washington, DC. In 1970, he earned a J.D. from Stanford University Law
School. After clerking for a federal judge in New Orleans, Dick spent three years as an
associate with a large law firm in Seattle, WA. In 1974, he joined the faculty at the
University of Tennessee College of Law; he was promoted to associate professor in 1977
and to full professor in 1987. In 1988 he became the College of Law's associate dean for
academic affairs. He then served as its acting dean (1991-92) before being appointed to
the deanship in 1992. He stepped down from that position in 1998, having worked with the
College of Law to retain and improve its accreditation with the American Bar Association
(ABA) and to renovate and upgrade its physical plant to modern standards. In 2000, the
College of Law named Dick the first E.E. Overton Distinguished Professor of Law. He
became an emeritus professor of law in 2004 and continued to teach at the College of
Law until 2010. Over his thirty-plus years of association with the College of Law, Dick
received both the Harold C. Warner Outstanding Teaching Award and the Student Bar
Association Outstanding Teacher Award and was a member of the Commission on the
Future of the Tennessee Judicial System and the Curriculum Committee of the ABA’s
Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar, as well as a fellow of the American
and Tennessee Bar Foundations. During and after his tenure with the College of Law, he
published articles in a variety of legal publications. In addition to his work as leader and
educator, Dick put in countless volunteer hours over the course of his life with many
different local, regional, and national groups, including community sports programs,
hospice and visitation services, and progressive political organizations. Dick was a writer,

reader, teacher, and traveler, strong of heart with a seeker's mind. He had a passion for
music, ideas, and journeys of all kinds, especially those taken with Peggy, his best friend
and lifelong love. A celebration of Dick’s life will be held with friends and family on
February 16, 2019. In lieu of flowers, Dick’s family suggests donations to Compassion &
Choices( https://www.compassionandchoices.org/donate/donate ), the Tennessee Justice
Center( https://www.tnjustice.org/donate/ ), or Alzheimer’s Tennessee(
https://www.alztennessee.org/give/donate-now ).

Comments

“

Will always remember Dick as the very tall, very serious youth soccer ref (with the full
white socks). Such a devoted father and husband. Very fond memories of him and
his family.

Steve Karnes - January 10 at 02:37 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Professor Wirtz' passing. He was a wonderful teacher and
more so than most, he truly seemed to care for each of his students. After my
graduation, when I would return to the Law School for one reason or another,
Professor Wirtz would greet me by name. This was a unique and wonderful quality of
his. My prayers are with your family during this difficult time.
Stephen Garrett, UT Law, Class of 1986

Stephen Garrett - January 09 at 10:53 PM

“

Margy and Liza, maybe you remember me. You were at my wedding, along with your
parents. Your dad and I started UT Law School together, him as a Legal Process prof
and me as a 1st year law student. I was also his advisee my first year, his research
assistant in my 2nd year, and a mentor in his "Admission by Performance Institute" in
my 3rd year.. We lost touch for awhile after your mom died. But we reconnected
again about 5 or 6 years ago. He was getting his law license to practice in TN and
was very excited to be working in the legal clinic at the law school. But not long after,
I lost touch with him again. My Christmas cards to him were coming back and I didn't
know how to find him or you. I am sad to know that he is gone. He was a sweet man,
and my mentor. He holds a special place in my heart, along with your mom and both
of you. I know he was very proud of what you have accomplished. He bragged about
you both the last time I saw him. I loved and respected him and am sad to know that
he is no longer walking among us. Hugs to you both. Sandy McCrea, Class of 1978.

Sandy McCrea - January 09 at 08:55 PM

“

Liza and Margy, so sorry to read of your Dad's passing. He was an incredible and classic
gentleman. What fun we had at swim meets and soccer games because of him. So glad we
were able to be a part of his and your Mom's life and yours. Please let us know about
arrangements in February. Love to you both. Kathy and Pat Yochim and family.
Pat and kathy yochim - January 14 at 07:56 PM

“

Hands-down, the best law professor I had at UT. And a wonderfully compassionate
man to boot. I am so sorry to hear of his passing.

Martin Sims - January 09 at 06:11 PM

“

1 file added to the album Travels

Cremation by Grandview - January 09 at 11:24 AM

“

I was a research assistant for Professor Wirtz for 3 years. In that time he pushed and
expected a lot, but only because he knew it was what could be achieved. He was
hard, but he was fair. He was a great mentor, educator, legal mind, and most
importantly a friend. Working for him was the best job that I've ever had. I am truly
sorry to hear of his passing.
Michael Wheaton
UT Law '18

Michael Wheaton - January 09 at 09:54 AM

“

Your father was one of the best teachers I ever had, a good mentor and friend. I
worked for him as a research assistant my second year in law school. My wife, Leah
A. Lufkin, was a teacher for one of you kids at Chilhowie School, I cannot remember
which one. I was in touch with him several years ago. I am sorry to hear of his
passing.
David A. Lufkin, Sr.
Attorney at Law dlufkin1@hotmail.com

David A. Lufkin, Sr. - January 08 at 10:44 PM

“

Dick was one of my professors my 1st quarter in law school and was instrumental in
my continuing to graduation. Enjoyed knowing him better as I became an involved
alum and donor. A true gentleman and scholar! Prayers for the family and his friends.
RIP my friend.

Frankie Wade - January 08 at 05:06 PM

“

1 file added to the album Dad and Mom

College of Law - January 08 at 12:19 PM

“

1 file added to the album Dad and Mom

Cremation by Grandview - January 08 at 08:34 AM

“

What wonderful memories of Professor Wirtz I have from my days at UT-K Law! He was my
advisor and was always there to support and counsel, as well as being a great teacher.
What a wonderful guy he was, and I remember so well visiting with him over time, and
especially the last time, maybe about five years ago. In my early years he greatly
encouraged me in my pursuit of a career in New York, and then in Tokyo. He was always
willing to write the next recommendation, which was so important to me, especially in my
early years. Thank you Professor Wirtz, and I know you are now resting in peace.
Hazen Moore - January 09 at 03:25 PM

