Michael McCoy Gant
July 1, 1951 - January 25, 2018

Michael McCoy Gant, age 66, of Knoxville, Tennessee died of heart failure on January 25,
2018. He was born on July, 1, 1951, in Huntington, WV, where he grew up. He graduated
from Marshall University, and received his Ph.D. from Michigan State University in Political
Science. He taught at Texas A&M University and retired as Professor Emeritus of Political
Science at the University of Tennessee, where he served as Head and as Director of the
Social Science Research Institute. He also served as the twenty-third moderator of the
Presbytery of East Tennessee in 2006. He loved playing bridge and shortly before
becoming too ill to play had attained his Sectional Master certificate.
Michael was preceded in death by his parents, John and Idell Gant; his brother, Stephen
Gant; and by his father- and mother-in law, Vince and Betty Callison. He is survived by his
wife, Sharon; and three sons, Aaron, Nathan, and Daniel (Samantha). He is also survived
by his brother, John (Kathie) of Holland, Michigan; sister-in-law Debi Powers Gant of
Aurora, Colorado; sister- and brother-in-law, Deborah and Jeffrey Groat of Maryville, Ohio;
and several nephews and nieces.
He was a member of Lake Hills Presbyterian Church, where he sang in the choir, had
served as elder and had taught Sunday school. Special thanks go to Hospice and
particularly his nurse, Christina, for compassion and support during his final days.
Visitation will be held on Saturday, February 3, from 2:00-4:00, at Lake Hills Presbyterian
Church; his memorial service will be at 4:00 . In lieu of flowers, please give memorials to
Lake Hills Presbyterian Church, or to the charity of your choice.
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Comments

“

The special memory of Mike is during mock trial competition. Joanna as a witness
had a meltdown. Guess who was the one person to go to talk to her to say what she
needed to hear. Yes it was Michael Gant

Jeannie cummings - February 05, 2018 at 11:03 AM

“

TO THE FAMILY OF MICHAEL GANT:
When I remember Michael....it is from our high school years together in Huntington,
WV.
One evening, we had a political poster party for his election of class president and
other officers. I was asked to give a speech for our party. At the time, I was a
cheerleader and certainly had no problem in front of crowds jumping up and down
and yelling my heart out. But a serious speech? Well...I needed help!
I asked Michael for his advice and told him I was very nervous about doing that. He
said all you have to do is get a piece of paper, write down all of your thoughts-everything you want to say about your cancidate for the position he wants to serve
and how he would be qualified. Then, add all of the extra comments you would like to
make about the person to share with everyone. Well, my speech was done with no
snags or problems!
So simple the way he said it. It came from his heart and his knowledge... two of the
many strengths he had and that I admired about him. I felt confident when I gave my
speech and feel I did a good job thanks to him.
I loved being around him and catching the pieces of joy and humor he spread to
everyone. He was contagious!
May God bless each and everyone of you--his family. Your life will never be the same
and it has changed forever without Mike....but I am sure he will live on through all of
you!
Sincerely,
SHARLEE (Templeton) Henry
And SKEETER (Millard) Henry

Sharlee Templeton Henry - February 02, 2018 at 03:41 PM

“

Michael Gant was a well-respected professor and scholar, a kind soul, and someone
who made me laugh every time I ever spoke to him. The world is a better place
because Michael Gant was in it. I remember how excited he was to move to
Knoxville and join the faculty in Political Science. To the family, I am so sorry for your
loss and hope that your memories of him sustain you during this difficult time. May
God bless you always. Judith Mallory

judith mallory - February 02, 2018 at 12:45 PM

“

Michael Gant was an outstanding and demanding professor of American Politics and
Methodology. That accolade comes from my best students, some of whom had
opinions on methods and US politics that differed from Michael’s. He was kind, but
did not lower his high standards, offering time and help to those who wanted and
needed it.
When called upon to lead the Department of Political Science and the Presbytery of
East Tennessee, he applied his faith and leadership skills in two hard to govern
institutions of our society—Education and Religion. College professors have control
in their classrooms, and expect individually to have that same privilege in
departmental governance. Ministers of the gospel know that their churches must
accord with the theology of heavy contributors within the parish, or find themselves
on the street. Neither professors nor parishioners accommodate unwanted change
easily. Throughout these challenges, Big Guy kept his smile, optimism, and energy
toward his goals. Michael I love, respect, and hold in warmest memory.
--Bob Cunningham

Bob Cunningham - January 29, 2018 at 11:17 PM

“

Angie, sorry for your loss, he was a gentleman and a scholar, and loved by all. Please
accept my deepest sympathy. Constance Hyman
Constance Hyman - February 03, 2018 at 12:13 PM

“

I went to school at Huntington East with Mike and I am sorry to learn of his passing.
My thoughts and prayers are with his family. Heaven gained another
angel.....Blessings

Sandee Horvath-Sturgeon - January 29, 2018 at 03:12 PM

“

When I was a graduate student, Michael Gant was a tremendous role model. I am so
sorry to hear this sad news. Condolences to his family, and may his memory be a
blessing.
Lisa Zanetti, Ph.D., UTK ‘97

Lisa Zanetti - January 28, 2018 at 03:58 PM

“

I knew Mike as a student, colleague, and member of the East Tennessee Presbytery.
I loved his humor and wonderful spirit. He will be missed.
Jean H. Peretz

Jean Peretz - January 27, 2018 at 09:31 PM

“

Condolences to Sharon and Mike's extended family and friends in Tennessee. Mike
brought both expertise and joy to his students and colleagues during his first faculty
appointment at Texas A&M. Rest In Peace.
Sam and Pam Kirkpatrick
Tucson, AZ

Sam Kirkpatrick - January 27, 2018 at 08:25 PM

“

Mike "Big Guy" Gant was a kind person who often made us laugh. My sympathy to
the family.

Pat Freeland - January 27, 2018 at 01:18 PM

“

Dear Sherri and family,
I extend my heartfelt sympathy and condolences. Mike was a fine brother in Christ
and he cared deeply about his family, friends, and faith. His Big Guy moniker derived
only in part from his stature; the many ways that he touched lives for good will
continue to live large in our memories.
Sincerely,
David Folz

David Folz - January 27, 2018 at 12:02 PM

“

My sincerest condolences to the family for your loss. I loved having Mike as a
professor, although it was very challenging. He was a great professor and super nice
person who will be greatly missed. You will be missed, Big Guy!! Ellen LoCurtoMartinez

Ellen LoCurto - January 27, 2018 at 10:54 AM

“

My condolences to the family for the loss of this gentle and faithful man. At night,
look to the eastern sky, for there over West Virginia shines the star of one of her
finest sons. God's peace to you Big Guy, Michael Fitzgerald

Michael Fitzgerald - January 27, 2018 at 10:33 AM

“

Mike was a great colleague, always ready to share ideas or just make us laugh with
his unique sense of humor. He touched many lives in a positive way.

Bill Lyons - January 27, 2018 at 09:44 AM

“

Doctor Gant was head of the Political Science Department when I was there as an
undergrad. I never had a class with him, but knew him from helping to organize the
department's awards dinner in 94 (24 years ago-yikes!). He had a good sense of
humor. My sincere sympathies to his family and the Poli Sci alumni out there.

Chris Pabon - January 27, 2018 at 01:06 AM

“

Thank you for stretching us as your students, and eventually your colleagues. Your
honor, humor, and desire for our discipline was contagious. Thank you...may God
Bless you and your family. —Bobby Schneider (UTK, PhD 2006)

Bob Schneider - January 26, 2018 at 11:06 PM

“

I am very saddened to hear this tragic news about Mike. He was a very gentle soul
with a big heart and a great sense of humor. What a wonderful human being he was.

James Garand - January 26, 2018 at 09:20 PM

“

I was a colleague of Mike's for only a year at Texas A&M, but he was so great to me
in my first year out of grad school, we were friends for life. RIP, Big Guy.

Michael Martinez - January 26, 2018 at 09:10 PM

“

Mike was one of the nicest people I have ever known. There are countless wonderful
memories from church, high school and college that will always bee with me.
All my thoughts and prayers go out to Mike's family.
Sheila Hicks Dye

Sheila Hicks Dye - January 26, 2018 at 08:57 PM

“

Michael was a great guy and a wonderful colleague. He will be missed by so many
colleagues, friends and former students. RIP, Big Guy.

John Scheb - January 26, 2018 at 08:13 PM

“

Sharon and family, my condolences. I will remember all the memories from
Huntington East and Marshall, and all the hours and hours we spent "saving the
world" in student government ... He was a wonderful guy, who cared deeply about
this world and all in it. It's a sad day for us all. All my best to you ... Stephen
Hinerman

Stephen Hinerman - January 26, 2018 at 07:00 PM

“

Mike and I were in our church nursery together as babies and he was always one of
my favorite people. I pray God's blessings and His presence and His peace for
Mike's family.
He will be greatly missed by the Class of 1968 at Huntington East High School.
Mary Poling Diddle

Mary Diddle (not on FB) - January 26, 2018 at 06:28 PM

“

I’m sad to hear about Mikes passing. I remember Mike quite well from Huntington East
High School. My sympathies go out to my cousin Sharon who’s smile would light up any
darkness.
Ronnie Deeds - January 27, 2018 at 05:13 PM

“

Michael was my introduction to the Presbytery of East TH in 2001 and was always one of
my favorite people in the Presbytery. I'm so sorry to hear of his death; his family will be in
my prayers.
Sharon - January 27, 2018 at 06:36 PM

“

Sharon I'm so sorry for your loss. We'll be praying for you and your family in the days to
come.
Linda Rogers - January 29, 2018 at 11:28 AM

