Mr. John Henry Spence
January 25, 1956 - January 28, 2021

John Henry Spence, 65, of Vonore, TN, passed away suddenly on January 28, 2021. Born
on January 25, 1956, John worked for 40 years at Gerdau Ameristeel Plant in Knoxville,
TN (currently CMC). He is preceded in death by his parents Henry George and Wanda
Doretha Spence. John is survived by his wife of 40 years, Deborah Flynn Spence; son
John Henry Spence II (Cherie); daughter Holly Spence Mervin (Brenden); grandchildren
Georgia Spence, Lillian Mervin and David Mervin; sister Wanda Suzanne “Susie” Spence;
brothers Sam Henry Spence (Nadine), Jim Henry Spence (Wanda) and James Henry
Spence (Maria); father and mother-in-law John and Barbara Flynn; sister-in-law Patricia
Flynn, countless nieces and nephews; several special family and friends; and beloved dog
Izzy. John was the hardest working man you could ever meet, and he loved his family just
as hard. He always put his family first. Rooms lit up when John walked in. He was one of
the most easygoing men, and everybody loved to be around him. Friends and family will
hold a Celebration of John’s Life in early May, 2021. In lieu of flowers please donate to
your favorite local animal shelter. “Everything I do is for you!”

Comments

“

Sending prayers of comfort from our Lord.
The Richardson Family

Billy and Carrie Richardson - February 06 at 10:09 AM

“

One of the most straight shooting men I've ever known, he'd come to my house after
a hard days work and "vent" while we drank a beer ... Then he'd mention some plans
with debbie or something "she wanted to do" and his face would light up like a
teenager in love. No matter what was going on in his life or how tough a guy he was,
he couldn't hide the fact that he was still madly in Love with his wife.

Justin - February 05 at 05:54 PM

“

“

And I was still madly in love with him too
Deborah Spence - February 16 at 04:18 PM

Dear Debbie and family,
The Schmiz family sends all their love and prayers, our sincere condolences to you
and your family. Debbie, I have known John since we were boys playing baseball
together. He was the most genuine and sincere man I have ever known, never ever
losing his moral compass through life. He exemplified kindness and friendship to
everyone, being a wonderful Husband, father and grandfather. We all shall surely
miss him and we were all surely blessed in our lives to have known him. May God
Bless you and your family in your time of grief, realizing we will all be together again
with our Lord in Heaven
Randy, Barbara and family.

Randy Schmiz - February 05 at 07:52 AM

“

My love and prayers goes out to all of you and I’m so thankful I got to call John Henry
Spence my family. One of the best memories I have with him is when we stayed at
Patricia Flynn’s house for the week and he took my brother and cousin (Nicholas and
Aaron) on a jet ski ride. As I watched from the dock John Henry was completely
whipping my brother and cousin around the water on and off the jet ski. All three of
them were full of laughter and smiles and that is a memory I will never forget. All my
love goes out to you guys ~Kaitiemae

Kaitiemae Commesso - February 04 at 05:46 PM

“

John Henry Spence is one of the best men I’ve had the honor to call a friend.
Having known him for 25 years, I watched him raise a beautiful, successful family,
and love his wife Debbie Kay deeply and unconditionally.
Seeing John and Johnny fishing side by side like doppelgängers, dancing with Holly
at her wedding, and beam while he talked about his grand children are my some of
my favorite memories.
John loved to grow gardens, raised livestock, and catch the biggest fish in the boat.
He never missed a days work or the chance to help someone out, and he never
knew a stranger.
His laughter and radiant smile could fill a room, and his heart is bigger than Neyland
Stadium. His love for family and friends was without boundaries, and I am a better
person for having him in my life.
I pray that God’s peace and the comfort of loved ones find Debbie, Johnny and Holly,
Cherie and Brenden, Georgia, Lillian and David, the Spence and Flynn families
through the days and weeks to come.
With all my love,
Christi

Christi - February 03 at 11:10 PM

“

Debbie, Johnny, Holly and family my heart is broken for all of you. Over the 16 years
I worked with Debbie, every time John would call or come into the office he was
always happy and upbeat. Such a kind, funny, hardworking man who loved his family
deeply. My deepest sympathy and prayers to all of you.

Becky Baker - February 03 at 07:01 PM

“

John and Debbie we came to know you after our move from da north. We became
fast and great friends and John’s passing is a sudden and shocking moment. We
have made many great memories in a short time with you both. Our hearts brake for
you and your family. We will continue to support you in this trying time. John was a
great man and will surely be missed in our lives.

Lisa Carlson - February 03 at 06:42 PM

